COMING EVENTS

Sunday, 20 March: Our first Centre trial of 2011 takes place at Spansey's Wood, Gosfield, courtesy of Adrian Parker. This is an excellent venue and the Club is very fortunate to be able to offer the Centre a worthy  "B" Class Championship round here. Observers are needed on the day, so please arrive a decent time and take on a section. If enough volunteers come forward you can do a bit then hand over to someone else while you go and watch the other sections. Regs should be in the March Gazette.

Sunday 3 April: Long Distance Trial (LDT), starting from Tumblers Green, Stisted and covering 80 miles or so of on and off-road work, with groups of observed sections. Chief Organiser Mark Hughes (phone number on front cover) will be looking for helpers and observers from among you who are not taking part.

Sunday 29 May: Our annual Jack Hubbard Trophy Motcross at Stisted. Make space in your diaries to pop along and help put up and take down the track and help on the day. More details from Richard Sillett nearer the event, or get in touch any time.

HUGHES HEADS AFRICAN HUNTERS!

According to reports feeding out from darkest Africa, dark horse Mark Hughes is said to have won his class at the recent Transcontinental Rally, which started from Morocco and finished way down in the south of the continent. Mark, Steve Finch and Chris Hockey took part as a threesome, with James Yearley among the team helpers. Apparently our lads finished way ahead of their rivals, so well done. Let's hope James will write up one of his interesting accounts for Tail Light sometime. James covers all the behind-the-scenes bits you don't read about in the general press. We did hear that Steve had to strap himself up well to carry on after giving his ribs a severe bruising.....and fear of being ambushed in the jungle was part of the challenge!! Maybe Mark will be using some ideas gained from the Rally for his LDT?? 

COLLIER LEADS 2011 BRITISH TRADITIONAL TRIALS CHAMPIONSHIP!

Several members were involved in helping Castle Colchester run their Phil King East Anglian National Trial on 6 February, which took in the first round of the National Traditional Trials Championship. Allen Collier has a new 290 BETA for this year and is planning to do all the rounds riding in class F (over 60s). He got off to a good start on home territory, winning the class by 4 marks from Jon Bliss. The big engine takes some getting used to according to Allen, so plenty of practice is high on the agenda, but an on-going arm injury from pre-65 motocrossing last year isn't helping his cause. Chris Cook wasn't so fortunate at this event, becoming an early retirement, and Steve Butcher did well to complete the course after doing in his calf and having to endure a lot of pain starting the bike. Bearing in mind this trial is a single lap of 40 sections, getting on and off the bike 40 times is a necessity. Wesley, who came in 4th in the air-cooled monoshock "C" Group, caught his Dad up just after halfway and probably wished he hadn't as it is said that he had to become Steve's nursemaid for the rest of the trial! Roy Palmer  was best of our lads doing the over-50s "E" class, with Steve finishing comfortably ahead of BETA-mounted Adrian Parker. A rather glum Graham Palmer seemed to think the job he'd been given as one of the back markers didn't do justice to his super-sized Honda trail bike. Perhaps the riders ahead of him weren't going fast enough for him....

DICK'S BIT

A great day on New Year's Eve at Adrian's Twinstead Hall Wood more than made up for the cancellation of the Turkey Trot Trial at the end of December. Adrian and Steve Butcher had laid out an interesting 10 section 4 lap course around the perimeter of the large mainly-flat wood, which threatened to be soggy-going from all the bad weather of December. However, Twinstead Wood is a very firm place and there were no problems with vehicles nor over the long rides between sections whatsoever. Apparently Adrian and Steve had organised a sausage barbeque in the wood on the Saturday afternoon as a treat for their hard work. It seems Roy Palmer got a whiff of the sizzling food (must have a sensitive nose) and decided to join them – a little late for any work but just in time to salvage a couple of sausages. Hope he helped pack the barbeque away.

A new innovation was introduced in the form of a 50-50 format, an idea borrowed from the South Midland Centre where many of our trials boys ride from time to time. This allows riders to do either the hardest route (red/blue), the easiest (white), or a mixture of half and half (the relevant sections being indicated), and it went down well with a lot of the entry. On my section, the watery section 5, it didn't really matter which route you elected to ride – you still got wet! In the case of Roy Palmer, he didn't like the look of the water first time round so he decided to go over the handlebars in a big way over the tree trunk before he got anywhere near the deep stuff! Didn't do his broken rib a lot of good (it was at a South Midland event he injured himself) so what with his "Bultaco Leg" complaint he now has a matching pair...

It was good to see Richard Penfold doing some observing on one of his leave days from the British Army. Richard has transferred to Abingdon where his Royal Logistical Corps has the Army's enduro squad. He has his eyes on some enduro training so let's hope he can wangle a way into getting some riding. He is planning to do the Stisted MX this year – I just hope it isn't as wet as it was when he last did it in 2008! 

As it is two weeks before our Awards Evening, and you will be reading this sometime after it, I will make a prediction: Tim Rooney will be at the head of the queue for the strawberry desserts and he will have to be restrained from going back for more. With his appetite for strawberries it is no wonder he has a ruddy complexion!






Richard Sillett 13 February 2011

